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GENERAL COMMENTS 
Some very good papers were written in response to the 2013 History: Renaissance Italy examination. Many students 

answered all questions using all the space provided and supported their answers with a fine use of detail. There was 

some effective use of both primary and secondary source material. Excellent answers used both visual and literary 

sources where appropriate. While most students completed the paper, some did not complete all questions and others 

left whole sections or individual questions unanswered. A better approach would have been to attempt all questions and 

make some responses to the questions. 

SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
Note: Student responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for grammar, spelling or factual 

information. 

This report provides sample answers or an indication of what the answers may have included. Unless otherwise stated, 

these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses. 

The statistics in this report may be subject to rounding errors resulting in a total less than 100%. 

Section A 
There were some very detailed answers to both questions in this section. 

Question 1 

Marks 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Average 

% 6 2 5 6 9 7 14 10 15 4 20 6.2 

For this question, students who provided five clear examples of political and/or economic interactions between city 

states on the Italian Peninsula were rewarded. Some students spent too long giving examples to support the points they 

made and this compromised their ability to make five separate points. It is important with this type of question to make 

a point and support it with an example, before moving on to the next point. 

The question specified economic and/or political interactions. Students who discussed the travels of humanists and 

artists between the city states were not addressing the question, as these are cultural interactions rather than economic or 

political. There were some fine examples of discussion of trading interactions between the states on the Italian 

Peninsula. Many students discussed the trading relationships between Florence and Milan and the political alliances 

between Florence, in particular the Medici and Milan. The best answers made the point about trade, war, alliances or 

diplomacy and supported it with a specific example.  

Some students who made vague claims about relationships needed to be careful to provide a clear point or example to 

support them. The use of sources was not necessary for this question, but if students relied on a source then it needed to 

be equally clear.  

The following is the beginning of a very good answer that detailed the political relationship that Florence and Milan 

experienced over an extended period of time and demonstrated the volatile nature of these relationships.  

 
The Duchy of Milan experienced several political interactions with states along the Italian Peninsula during the Renaissance. 

Like most states, Milan was ‘mutually dependent’ (Hole) with some states and locked in ‘savage rivalry’ (Hole) with others. 

Florence and Milan shared a history of political rivalries which reached its pinnacle in the C15th’. In 1402 Giangaleazzo 

Visconti led a successful incursion into Florentine territory only to die on the eve of the siege of Florence, thus ending the 

campaign. 

Question 2  

Marks 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Average 

% 4 4 9 10 17 12 12 8 10 6 7 5.1 

Question 2 required a discussion of the expression of the ideas and values of the classical past in Renaissance painting 

and sculpture. It was important to initially define what these classical ideas and values were. The best answers 

commenced with the ideas and values; for example, interest in the human form and how perspective and chiaroscuro 

could be used to achieve greater naturalism and realism. Some students did not distinguish between the techniques with 
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which these ideas were expressed and the ideas themselves. To start a discussion with perspective was really ignoring 

the terms of the question. 

There were also some inaccurate descriptions of medieval art. Some students claimed it was all flat, lifeless and lacked 

imagination and ideas. While there were clearly changes in art that occurred at this time due to renewed interest in the 

classical world, it did not help to misrepresent medieval art as a basis for this claim. 

Students discussed the philosophical changes that humanism made to the understanding of artists. These focus on the 

centrality of man as expressed in a renewed interest in the human body, and the development of naturalism and realism. 

The classical interest in the human form was identified and the classical admiration for the natural world. The reflection 

of the classical mythology was another good point as well as the integration of the Classical Gods, which could be seen 

as accepting the classical ideas of the interaction between man and the gods.   

The following is an excerpt from a high-scoring response. 

 As ‘all things seemed wonderfully linked to one another’ (Niccolo Niccili) concepts of antiquity shaped Renaissance artwork 

significantly. The changes in sculpture seemed to occur earlier that those in painting as artists such as Ghiberti and Donatello 

began to engage in the realism of classical teachings, leading to ‘breathing statues’ (Petrarch) which interacted with street life. 

Donatello’s David mirrored classical celebration of the individual, a central classical idea as the figure appeared in the nude, 

while Ghiberti’s St George was ‘to be made as beautiful as possible, reflecting antiquity’s focus on the enjoyment of art and its 

beauty. 

Section B 

 
Question 1 

Marks 0 1 Average 

% 3 97 1 

Most students were able to identify the ‘caps’ as the ‘gentle and worthy folk’ who were obviously part of the educated 

elite and the ‘hoods’ as the unskilled artisans and citizens of ‘low estate’. 

Question 2 

Marks 0 1 2 3 Average 

% 13 25 33 29 1.8 

A number of approaches to this question were accepted. 

 Capponi means those who have popular support as against the strong state. 

 He is referring to the reversal of political status and power. 

 He suggests that the wrong people have got into power: tradesmen, journeymen, wool weavers and spice 

dealers. 

 He suggests that a popular leader is a threat to a strong state because they cause the old elite to fall in rank. 

 It is far better to have a powerful state than a series of pointless popular leaders.  

Question 3  
Marks 0 1 2 Average 

% 27 22 50 1.2 

A number of approaches to this question were accepted. 

 Vespasiano suggests Palla Strozzi, like Neri Capponi, is conservative in opposing popular movements. 

 Strozzi opposes the balia as it is set going by a ‘great crowd of ignorant and turbulent citizens’, as Capponi 

says popular leaders are pointless in comparison with a powerful state. 

 Both opposed changing the status quo in terms of the dominance of the ruling group. 

 Both sources claim that both a ‘public assembly’ and a ‘popular government’ are fraught with disaster and 

poor leadership. 
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Question 4 

Marks 0 1 2 3 4 Average 

% 17 10 24 18 30 2.3 

Short-term effects of the Ciompi Revolt were 

 the enfranchisement of virtually the whole working class 

 sharing of power between major and minor guilds on the Signoria and reorganisation of the power-sharing 

 the reduction of the power of the Lana Guild over workers. 

Long-term effects were 

 the narrowing of power under the republican oligarchy 

 the removal of the three new guilds 

 residual fear and hysteria of the elite, communal memory of the popolo, the violence they were capable of and 

fear of the rabble.  

Question 5 

Marks 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Average 

% 5 7 6 13 10 8 14 10 10 9 7 5.3 

There were some excellent answers to this question and students demonstrated that they understood the different 

methods of control employed by the Medici. It was important to consider the words ‘most important’ in the answer. 

While discussions of patronage were relevant – the civic and personal patronage of both Cosimo and Lorenzo – it was 

important to consider the constitutional changes and electoral manipulation of Medici leaders. Students noted the 

difference in style of Cosimo, with his discretion and humility, from Lorenzo’s more public persona and princely 

demeanour.  

In a question such as this, with all the different points that could be made, repetition of different examples of patronage, 

or of the differences in style, do not mean that another point has been made. Identifying civic patronage and the 

commissioning of buildings and funding of festivals with the use of specific examples is a point, but then it was 

important to move to another ‘means the Medici employed’.  

The following is the beginning of a high-scoring response. 

 
The Medici’s tight grip on foreign policy and the political actions of Florence enabled them to maintain their regimes. Firstly, 

according to Cavalcanti the ‘commune was governed more from (Cosimo’s) dinner table’ than the Palazzo della Signoria. 

Cosimo de Medici’s political alliance with Francesco Sforza of Milan enabled him to utilise Milanese troops whenever needed. 

The following answer concentrated on patronage. 

 
Cosimo ruled ‘behind the scenes’ (Hole) using both official and unofficial means of power. ‘Medici balie were often long in 

distinction’ (Najemy) and indeed Medici partisans used balie to conduct scrutinies, enact legislation and elect accopiatori. 

(Najemy). Cosimo used patronage of the arts and humanism to ensure and maintain his regime. He commissioned Donatello’s 

‘David’ and ‘Judith and Holofernes’ which were situated in the Medici courtyard. These pieces presented the Medici as 

‘defenders of liberty’ (Brown). 

Section C 
Option chosen none 1 2 

% 1 70 29 

Essay 
Marks 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Average 

% 2 2 4 2 5 4 5 9 6 5 7 3 7 7 5 6 5 5 6 2 1 10.4 

Some students struggled to respond to the essay questions and there was often confusion in the expression of terms. It 

would have been effective for students to first identify the social and political institutions they were prepared to discuss 

and then they would have avoided the confusion displayed during their discussions. Some of the best answers on 
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Florence used knowledge from Section B to answer effectively, and some of the Venice essays drew on students’ 

knowledge of Section D to support their points. 

Florence 

Good answers were able to link economic factors to social and political structures with the acknowledgment of the role 

of the guilds in the political structure and also the domination of the political structure by the wealthy elite. 

Any of the following points could have been used in the essay. 

 In Florence the Guild Regime was established by the Ordinances of Justice and was the basis of the political, 

and, to a certain extent, social structure. 

 Therefore, the economy and economic structures, to some extent, shaped political and social life. 

 Election to political councils was dependent on guild membership. 

 Gonfalones were dominated by wealthy and powerful families, but the integration within the gonfalone was 

not always based on economic factors. 

 Sumptuary laws were an attempt to mask disparity in wealth. 

 Social structures such as membership of the parish and confraternity, and the basis of neighbourhood and 

community were partly shaped by economic factors and other relationships, but not completely shaped by 

economic factors. 

 Social structures were also shaped by other things. The way things changed under the Medici could have been 

used. Lorenzo dominated and, therefore, distorted the political and social structures. 

The following is the beginning of a very good paragraph. 

 
Guilds were a filtering mechanism (Trexler) which controlled access to and eligibility for office. The various guilds represented 

the recognised commercial enterprises, ranging from butchers to lawyers and allowed guildsmen to be involved in a social and 

political organisation. 

Another essay made the following point. 

  
It was those who were wealthy who could gain guild membership and thus participate in the political life of Florence. Only  

5-6000 men were involved in the political governing of the city during the C15th. Influential men such as the Medici exploited 

their wealth to create intricate patronage ties that could benefit them, and this it did as they maintained political control from 

1434 to 1494. Wealth was instrumental in preserving one’s social and political reputation. For example, Lapo Niccolini loaned 

his nephew 500 florins to repay his debt and save the family name. 

Venice 

Students writing on Venice also struggled with the terms of the question. A good approach was to argue that while the 

economy was a powerful force in shaping political and social life there were other significant factors that were not 

based on the economy, which were also influential in the development of political and social institutions. Good students 

took issue with the question and argued that economic factors did not shape the social and political structure.  

Any of the following points could have been used. 

 Political structures in Venice were initially shaped by the Serrata, 1297, which defined an elite that was the 

basis of government and social structure. Therefore, this was essentially not economic, but economic factors 

did have a role to play. 

 Government was made up of patricians of different economic status, but there was a mercantile mentality as 

many were engaged in trade. 

 Economic factors had an influence on but did not necessarily shape political and social structures.  

 Government treated foreigners with a complex mixture of restriction and welcome.  

 Sumptuary laws were introduced to deal with the increasing appearance of disparity between rich and poor at 

all levels. 

 Social structures, such as neighbourhood, were not determined by economics.  

 Scuole were important social structures that were sometimes affected by economic factors. 
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The following very good answer reflected this complexity in its introduction. 

  
Lane argues that ‘when compared to any other city state on the Italian Peninsula’ Venice was the most politically and 

economically stable. Venice’s economy impacted significantly on the Republic’s social and political structures … however, there 

were other factors existing in the ‘most serene state’ that shaped Venice’s unique social framework. 

In another essay, a student presented the following argument. 

 
The most fundamental social structure of the caste system was not shaped by economic factors. The 1297 Serrata defined 

patricians, cittadini and popolo based not on their financial means but their political enfranchisement. The 5% (Romano) 

Patriciate was given full political privileges, regardless of the fact that many cittadini were of equal wealth to patricians. Thus to 

offset any discord it was from the cittadini that the Venetian civil service was drawn and most of its members were satisfied with 

the opportunity to become powerful bureaucrats (Hole). 

Section D 

 
Question 1 

Marks 0 1 2 3 4 Average 

% 6 9 23 34 28 2.7 

The elements of the Myth are identified in the study design, and it was surprising there were some irrelevant and 

inaccurate claims made concerning the Porta della Carta. Most students were able to identify the four elements of the 

Myth that the Porta Della Carta represents and link them to the architectural and sculptural feature.  

 justice – figure of Venetia with the sword and scales of justice 

 piety – Lion of St Mark, scriptural references in the figures at the side  

 liberty –  political stability, the Doge who represents the constitutional arrangements 

 wealth –  ornate structure, Istrian marble, Moorish influence suggests the Maritime Empire 

Question 2 

Marks 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 Average 

% 10 6 10 14 17 17 25 3.7 

Most students focused on the translation of the body of St Mark and described the legend. The best responses explained 

how the legend contributed to the Myth of Venice. It was pleasing to see some students incorporating examples of the 

Lion of St Mark in their responses. There appears to be some confusion between the ‘Marriage of the Sea’ ceremony 

and Bassano’s painting The Consignment of the Sword. Some students identified the myth as the consignment of the 

sword and showed little understanding of this particular event that Bassano was portraying and role of the Trionfi in the 

Ducal procession, as well as Venice’s claim as the New Rome. 

Legends that could have been discussed included 

 translation of the body of Saint Mark, or the Predestination  

 legend of the True Cross 

 Pope Alexander III 

 Marriage of the Sea; fisherman giving the ring to the Doge 

 St Ursula 

The following is the beginning of a very good answer. 

 
The translation of St Mark occurred in 828/9 AD when Venetians stole the body of St Mark from Alexandria and brought it back 

to Venice. It was thought that this was condoned by God as there was an accompanying myth of its predestination where an 

angel told Mark he was to be buried on the site of the Basilica. The citizens were reminded of this myth as it was painted in the 

mosaics in the lunettes of the Church of St Mark. The translation served as ‘proof of the city’s predestination  (Fortini Brown). 
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Question 3 

Marks 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Average 

% 13 7 8 11 10 8 12 9 8 7 5 4.6 

It appeared from the answers to this question that too few students knew very much about the Myth before the 16th 

century. Students needed to strike a balance between giving enough detail to explain how something illustrated the 

development of the Myth, and giving so much analysis of one piece that they had no time to show a depth of 

knowledge. Some students wrote only on the 16th century, and others almost completely ignored the development of 

the Maritime Empire, focusing their answers on the challenges that occurred from the turn of the 16th century. The best 

responses addressed examples of imperial expansion; for example, both onto the mainland and also at sea, and how the 

wealth generated by this power was represented in features such as the Porta della Carta. 

The following points could have been used. 

 examples of imperial expansion – Maritime and Terraferma empires 

 the wealth and power that grew from these as they expanded 

 this wealth and power was represented in architectural features such as the Porta della Carta 

 contractions of the Maritime Empire and the expansion of the Ottomans: fall of Zonchio, Thessalonica, 

Modon, Coron; loss of Cyprus 

 the Portuguese discoveries  

 the League of Cambrai 

 all these reversals led to the Venetians retreating into the comfort of the Myth 

 the pictorial and architectural examples of the expression. 

The following answer discussed the expansion. 

 
During the early C15th, Venice expanded her Empire onto the terraferma, conquering Vicenza, Verona and Padua in 1404. The 

Terraferma Empire drastically increased between 1404–54 and to exhibit her prosperity the venetians constructed the gates of 

the Arsenal in 1460 which was the first example of humanist influenced architecture in Venice. 

The following is another paragraph from the same student’s response. 

The Venetian loss at the Battle of Zonchio 1499 to the Ottoman Turks and the Portuguese discovery of trade routes below the 

Cape of Good Hope meant that Venetians could no longer monopolise trade routes in the East and the Venetians were no longer 

‘lords of the sea.  
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