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PERSIAN (BACKGROUND SPEAKERS) 
 

2012 CHIEF ASSESSOR’S REPORT 
 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
This report provides general information and feedback for the written examination. 
 
For general information and feedback regarding school assessment and the oral 
examination, please refer to the Nationally and Interstate Assessed Languages at 
Background Speakers Level Chief Assessor’s report on the subject minisite. 
 

Written Examination 
In 2012, students from three states (South Australia, New South Wales, and 
Tasmania) sat the Persian (background speakers) examination. 
 
Students generally performed well and in some cases extremely well. 
 
It was noted that in some cases students wrote in informal language, although they 
usually reverted to formal writing language. 
 
In a few cases, students were confused by similar-sounding letters, for example, 
letter ز instead of ظ or س instead of ص or ث. . This may be due to the use of Arabic 
words instead of Persian. To eliminate this problem, teachers are encouraged to 
reinforce the use of Persian words in class with their students. 
 
Section 1: Listening and Responding 

Part A 

Students were generally able to identify the main points and information from the 
text. 
 
Question 1 (a) 

Many students identified the main points and could demonstrate what the 
monuments in Sydney and San Diego symbolised. A number of students showed a 
general understanding of the existence of the monuments but could not specify what 
each monument symbolised. Almost 50% of students achieved full marks for this 
question. 
 
Question 1 (b) 

Almost all students could identify Cyrus’ fairness and generosity as the main reasons 
for his title of ‘The Great’. Some students could elaborate more and give more 
examples from the text to support their argument. A large number of students scored 
at least half the available marks for this question. 
 
Question 1 (c) 

In this part of the question a few students demonstrated a very high level of 
understanding of the reason for the speaker to quote Hafiz’s poem. Some 
demonstrated a good understanding of why the poem was used, but did not argue 
their point as clearly. More than 15% achieved the maximum mark. 
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Part B 

Students performed very well in this section. Many were able to identify the required 
information from both texts in order to answer the questions, showing a high level of 
competence in correctly identifying the information from both texts. They organised 
their responses in a logical manner and wrote in an appropriate register. Many 
responses, even those that demonstrated limited language abilities, were still able to 
identify key information from the texts. 
 

Section 2: Reading and Responding 
Part A 

In this section, there were several very good responses and some low marks. The 
majority of students achieved at least half the available marks for this part of the 
examination. 
 
Question 3 (a) 

A very high number of students achieved full marks for this question. 
 
Question 3 (b) 

Students generally performed quite well in this part, responding to a more complex 
and open-ended question. 
 
Question 3 (c) 

Most students identified the progress of social networking and the domination of the 
English language as threats to the survival of the Persian language. In the stronger 
responses, students provided good supporting evidence for their answer. 
 
Question 3 (d) 

This question required students to demonstrate their own understanding by exploring 
and analysing the literal and underlying ideas. In the stronger responses, students 
provided comprehensive answers. 
 
Part B 

Overall, students were able to identify and evaluate information and demonstrate a 
deep understanding of the questions raised in the text, and to respond successfully. 
Almost all students performed very well in this section. The discussion in the 
responses looked at different aspects or views of the topic. 
 

Section 3: Writing in Persian 
Student responses ranged from very successful to not as successful. Most 
responses followed the structure for the text type, as required by the chosen 
question. Students generally used the resources they had studied to complete this 
section, but sometimes seemed to rely solely on their own personal experiences in 
responding. 
 
Students are advised to note carefully which language is required for each response 
throughout the examination. 
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