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Answer any four questions.

1 It is sometimes said that the objective of the court when interpreting a statute is to discover the
intention of Parliament. Assess the validity of this statement and consider the tools available to
the courts to carry out this task. [25]

2 The role of the lay magistrate has increased significantly over the past few years. Discuss this
statement.

[25]

3 Evaluate the effectiveness of tribunals and arbitration as a means of conflict resolution. [25]

4 Explain the extent to which the different forms of mistake may affect the validity of a contract. [25]

5 ‘Every failure to perform a primary obligation is a breach of contract. The secondary obligation on
the part of the contract-breaker to which it gives rise by implication of the common law is to pay
monetary compensation to the other party for the loss sustained by him in consequence of the
breach’ … Lord Diplock in Photo Production Ltd v Securicor Transport Ltd [1980].

Evaluate the way that compensation is assessed in cases of breach of contract. [25]

6 Critically analyse the extent to which the occupier is liable for accidents sustained by visitors and
trespassers to his premises. [25]

7 Define what is meant by defamation. Critically assess what defences may be raised by a
defendant to an action in defamation. [25]

8 Explain and distinguish the terms F.O.B. and C.I.F. in international contracts for the sale of goods
and discuss their use. [25]

9 Consider the main defences that an accused person may raise when charged with murder.
Evaluate the effects on the charge if the defence is successful. [25]

10 Some acts can constitute both a crime and a tort. Discuss how and why procedure, sanctions and
remedies are different in criminal and civil cases. [25]
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