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Tropical environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

1 (a) Describe the main characteristics of climax and plagioclimax vegetation in tropical areas. [10]

 (b) Using examples, describe the different ways in which humans have sought to exploit either 
tropical rainforests or savannas. How sustainable are these types of exploitation? [15]

2 (a) Fig. 1A and Fig. 1B show data for two types of tropical climate.

  Identify and describe the climates shown in Fig. 1A and in Fig. 1B. Explain how vegetation 
might be affected by each type of climate. [10]

 (b) How far has climate influenced the development of landforms in areas of granite rocks within 
the tropics? [15]

Coastal environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

3 (a) Using diagrams, explain the development of wave cut platforms, caves, arches and stacks.
 [10]

 (b) Using one or more examples demonstrate the extent to which coasts can be sustainably 
managed. [15]

4 (a) Fig. 2 shows the movement of water in sea waves. Explain how such movement occurs and 
describe the differences between constructive and destructive waves. [10]

 (b) How do waves affect coastal deposition? What other factors can affect the landforms of coastal 
deposition? [15]
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Hazardous environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

5 (a) Explain the nature and causes of avalanches and describe their hazardous effects. [10]

 (b) Describe and evaluate the methods used to limit the hazardous effects of avalanches and 
other forms of mass movement. [15]

6 (a) Table 1 gives some information on major earthquakes occurring between 2001 and 2008. With 
the help of Table 1, explain why some earthquakes are more hazardous to human life than 
others. [10]

 (b) Explain the origins and general location of earthquakes and evaluate the methods used to limit 
their effects. [15]

Arid and semi-arid environments

Only one question may be answered from this topic.

7 (a) Describe the characteristics of soils found in hot arid areas. [10]

 (b) How have plants and animals adapted to extreme temperatures and aridity? To what extent 
can such environments be sustainably managed without harming plants and animals? [15]

8 Photograph A shows some landforms in a hot arid area.

 (a) Using a sketch diagram, identify and describe the landforms shown in Photograph A. [10]

 (b) Explain how landforms such as those shown in Photograph A have developed. To what extent 
have they been formed by past and present physical processes? [15]
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